
 
 

FOOD SAVER - MOBILE (Jan 2018) 

MISSION 
Food Saver mobile application was originally built from a personal mission or desire 
to bring the most important resources to the most needy people in our societies. 
With a very simple idea, it is possible to create a “support transactive memory” for 
those in need by using the same platform to connect those who are willing and able 
to donate (“donors”) with those who are in dire need for things like food, clothing, 
school supplies, sanitary towels etc. 
 
The bottom-line is that there is indeed sufficient food in the world to feed each and 
everyone of us but as we speak, 21,000 people (mostly children) die of hunger 
everyday from lack of food access - this is totally unacceptable by all levels of 
reasoning! 
 

HOW IT WORKS 
The main targets of this application are two types of users: the donors and the 
recipients of the donations! 
 
From this classification, it should be very easy to notice that by simplifying the 
spectrum of the platform, we can easily focus on who our users are and how to 
make the app super friendly to them and therefore not only shorten the processes 
but also make donating fun. Donations should be made with the least number of 
steps as possible! 
 

STEP 1 
A typical application user logs onto the PlayStore and downloads the application by 
searching for it by name e.g Food Saver. The application is then installed on the 
device of the “user”. 
 

STEP 2 
To eliminate initial overhead on application use, the registration process is not 
required to use the app. This tends to delay the process of initiating a donation 
activity and familiarization with the platform. For full functionality, the application 

 



 
 

uses the device’s Global Positioning System (also known as GPS) to locate nearby 
distribution centers and/or drop-off points. 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

STEP 3 
The application, once granted permission to use the device’s GPS feature, simply 
connects to a remote server and by providing the last known latitude and longitude 
values, fetches 15 nearby food collection centers/drop-off points. These local 
locations are then listed neatly (by distance from user) for the user to pick one at 
will. 
 

 

 



 
 

 

STEP 4 
A user can then easily pick one close location to view details for instance the 
distance, phone numbers and hours of operation. This is important because some 
collection centers only open on certain days and close for example during the 
weekdays.  
 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

STEP 5 
In the details screen, the actual actions can be performed. These include the 
following: 

1. Schedule drop-offs (those wishing to donate) 
2. Schedule pick-ups from distribution centers (those in need) 
3. Make phone calls to enquire before making arrangements for (1), (2) 
4. View the map of the location - shows a marker pointing to the actual location 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 

STEP 6 
Every action for instance scheduling pick-ups (for those who need help) and 
drop-offs (for those who wish to donate/help) is recorded in a simple log for future 
reference by the user. A user can view all schedules in one place by using the simply 
named page : Deliveries | Pickups 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

MORE DEVELOPMENTS 
This mobile application is under continued development and the success of the 
project is very important to me as a person and for the community as a whole. 
 
Future development will be done upon receipt of quality suggestions from actual 
users in the field. All suggestions, notwithstanding, are welcome! 
 
Some of the ideas floated for development include: 
 

● Add user registration - enables us to know how many users on the app 
● Internal chats between users 
● Users should be able to submit newly spotted locations in their 

neighborhoods 
● Ability to donate money to charities registered and vetted as legitimate for 

example the Red Cross 
● Donate other things like blood, homes to sleep for a night or two, cars etc 
● Endless list here! 

 
Contact Information: 
Elisha Chirchir 
elisha.java@gmail.com 
0717121909 
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